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Graduate Non-Degree Seeking Students # 380.0450 
 

INITIAL EFFECTIVE 
DATE: 
 
June 2012 

LAST REVISION 
DATE: 
 
March 28, 2023 

RESPONSIBLE UNIVERSITY 
DIVISION/DEPARTMENT 
      
University Graduate School 

 
POLICY STATEMENT 

 
Non-degree-seeking students are those who enroll at FIU without admission to a degree 
program. Students admitted to graduate certificate programs are considered to be non-degree 
seeking students.  Enrollment as a non-degree-seeking student, or completion of graduate 
coursework that is required by a graduate degree program, does not imply a right to future 
admission as a regular degree-seeking student to any program leading to a graduate degree.  
 
Non-degree seeking students who are not admitted to a graduate certificate program may not 
enroll in more than 12 graduate credit hours at FIU.  Students admitted to a graduate certificate 
program may take all of the courses required for that graduate certificate (15 or 18 credits). 
However, no more than 12 graduate level credit hours earned by a student while classified as 
non-degree seeking, including students enrolled in a graduate certificate program, may be 
counted toward a graduate degree.  Credits taken as a non-degree seeking student are subject 
to the graduate transfer credit policy.  
 
Non-degree seeking students who have been granted affiliated status by the department can 
take more than 12 credits with departmental approval, but may not transfer more than 12 credit 
hours toward the completion of a graduate degree. 

 
SCOPE 

 
Faculty, graduate students, and University Graduate School administration. 

 
REASON FOR POLICY 

 
This policy sets forth the total number of graduate credit hours allowed to be earned by non-
degree seeking students who enroll at FIU without admission to a degree program, including 
non-degree seeking students who are admitted to graduate certificate programs. 

 
DEFINITIONS 

TERM DEFINITIONS 
N/A N/A 
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ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
N/A 

 
RELATED RESOURCES 

 
N/A 

 
CONTACTS 

 
University Graduate School 

Modesto A. Maidique Campus 
11200 SW Eighth Street -PC 230 

Miami, Florida 33199 
Telephone: (305) 348-2455 

 
HISTORY  

 
Initial Effective Date: Originally 2.4.2 TRANSFER OF GRADUATE CREDIT HOURS 
EARNED AT FIU BY NON-DEGREE (effective 3/28/89); 3.2.3 GRADUATE CERTIFICATE 
PROGRAMS (effective 6/10/03); and 4.1 GRADUATE STUDENT STATUS from Graduate 
Policies and Procedures Manual. 
Review Dates (review performed, no updates): January 31, 2024 
Revision Dates (updates made to document): March 28, 2023 

 


